
BITING THE BIG APPLE

OCTOBER 3 - OCTOBER 10 MANHATTAN, NEW YORK

DAY 1 - OCTOBER 3

Financial District - aimed mostly toward seeing new places (obviously i had seen Memorial Pools and One World Trade Center, 

but i never visited Oservatory)

DAY 2 - OCTOBER 4

Lower East Side, Chinatown, Little Italy, NoLiTa, SoHo, TriBeCa, West-Greenwich Village - this day was aimed to walk zig-zag of 

the streets of each district (North to South and East to West), try various food cuisines, as well as visit unusual location along the 

DAY 3 - OCTOBER 5

continue with West-Greenwich Village, Meetpacking District, Architectural Site-Seeing Cruise around Manhattan (almost 3hrs); 

celebrate Birthday with family in Brooklyn

DAY 4 - OCTOBER 6 Murray Hill, Midtown East, part of Midtown West - aimed mostly at seeing unusual and interesting places

DAY 5 - OCTOBER 7

walk down Broadway from 242nd Street in Bronx (last stop on 1 train) to Battery Park (all the way to the water) in Manhattan (1st 

stop on 1 train); visited numerous places on the way (to both sides of Broadway) but always returned to the same spot on 

Broadway to contintue with the walk - i had this idea for a long time, but wanted to accomplish it in one day (Broadway is the 

oldest North–South main thoroughfare in New York City, dating to the first New Amsterdam settlement). Broadway's length 

throughout Manhattan is 13.2 miles. After i exited subway station on 242nd Street and started my city hike, it took me 11 hrs to go 

all the way down to Battery Park (including all side-visits and food stops). Total distance covered in those 11hrs around 25miles 

(or 40km).

DAY 6 & 7 (OCTOBER 8 & 9) XX - Rained out - stayed home

DAY 8 - OCTOBER 10 East Part of Financial District, East Village, part of Greenwich Village

The idea of this "staycation" was to explore unusual and less know parts of Manhattan, visit places i have not seen/visit before, dine in popular  places 

that i heard about but never tried. I planned various routes and activities for every day - almost all the days included a lot of walking and seeing 

something new.



MONDAY OCTOBER 3

Subway to Fulton St Station, NYC arrive to Fulton Street Station

Broadway walk Broadway in the direction of Battery Park

Sidewalk Clock on Maiden Lane corner of Maiden Lane and Broadway (on the ground) William Barthman Jewelers (over 130 years)

Trinity Cemetery with Tombstone Riddle "Remember Death" Tombstone Riddle; Alexander Hamilton tomb (by Trinity Church)

Broadway and Canyon of Heroes ground markers

Federal Hall (with G.Washington statue) modelled after Parthenon; "Oath Bible" on display inside Federal Hall free; Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Wall Street & Broad Street

NY Stock Exchange from outside

Buttonwood Tree to the left of Stock Exchange main entrance (18 Broad Street)

tree Symbolizes the very foundation of New York Stock Exchange - 1972 - 

merchants gathered daily beneath Buttonwood tree that grew nearby (few 

dozen traders)

Foundations of Lovelace Tavern 85 Broad Street (close to Stock Exchange) (Stock Exchange is on the Broad Street)

tavern dating back to "New Amsterdam" year 1670 (through glass - under 

ground)

Stone Street cobblestone; restaurants; vintage one of the best "old" streets

Fraunces Tavern

54 Pearl Street; museum on 2nd floor; $7 Mon-Fri 12pm-5pm; have a beer (huge 

selection); eat in restaurant; relax at wiskey bar

3 story brick building; revolutionaries plotted New York Tea Party there; 

merchants found NY Chamber of commerce

Bowling Green located at the very end of Broadway

oldest park in NYC; location of statue of King George III; after Stamp Act 

(1765) and after Decl of Ind. Signed (1776), statue destroyed by civilians and 

soldiers

Netherlands Monument Flagpole North end of Battery Park (Battery Place meets State Street and Broadway)

1926; 300th Anniv of Dutch settling Manhattan; story depicted - sale of 

Manhattan to Dutch by Indians; 60 guilders = $24 worth of beads; Indian 

wears incorrect bonnet - they were worn by Plains Indians and never by 

Algonquins; Manhattan - no legal document of sale of Manhattan (contrast to 

Staten Island - from which the idea of beads came from); Indians most likely 

never "sold" Manhattan, but more likely "rented" it

American Merchant Mariner's Memorial Battery Park - shoreline (in the water)

WWII torpedoed ships in South Africa (1942) - Memorial is based on the 

photo image

9/11 Memorial Reflecting Pools, Survivor Tree, Rays of Hope (outside and inside)

One World Observatory be there 15min in advance if booked specific time online allow 1-1.5hrs for complete visit



FOOD:

mid-day options

Luke Lobster 26 William Street

Faunce's Tavern 54 Pearl Street Tasted draft beers: Porterhouse red & Porterhouse Plain Porter; great !

Crepe's du Nord 17 South William Street ate Gluten Free Buckwheat option; all choices are great

Original Soup Man 110 Pearl Street

evening options:

Da Claudio 21 Ann Street ok atmosphere; not huge selection; good quality

Barbalu Restaurant 225 Front Street #227

Trinity Place 115 Broadway



TUESDAY OCTOBER 4

Lower East Side take F train to Delancey St/Essex St Station

walk to E. Houston and have bagel with lox at "Russ and Daughters"

179 East Houston St; Excellent - bagel with cream cheese and 

New Zealand Nova Salmon

walk up and down Orchard, Ludlow, Essex Streets (E.Houston <--> East Broadway) Orahcrd St and Ludlow St are best "happening" Streets

Eldridge Street Synagogue (by Canal St) 12 Eldridge Street

Essex Street Market - Essex and Delancey 122 Essex

Chinatown walk up and down Allen Street (wide), Eldridge, Forsyth. Chrystie, Bowery Streets (East Houston <--> Canal St)

Mahayana Buddhist Temple (Bowery and Canal) 133 Canal St (by Manhattan Bridge)

Confucius Plaza

walk Division St, East Browadway, Henry St (between Manhattan Bridge and Bowery)

walk up and down Mott, Mulberry, Baxter, and Centre Streets (between Canal and Worth St); Bayard St 

(perpendicular to others) also walk Pell St, and Doyer St

Columbus Park

*Five Points (approx. Worth St and Baxter St; Columbus Park) also, check out Mulberry Bend

Food Options in Chinatown: Great New York Noodles 28 Bowery

Lam Zhou Handmade Noodle 144 East Broadway

Nom Wah Tea Parlor !! 12 Doyers Street

Oriental Garden 14 Elizabeth Street

Prosperity Dumpling 46 Eldridge Street

Spicy Village 688 Forsyth Street

Xi'An Famous Foods !!! (zimmern and Bourdain) 67 Bayard Street

Street Food Carts (Xin Jiang, Golden Steamer, Sun Hing) anywhere in neighnorhood

Bah Mi Saigon (Vietnamese) - get BBQ pork Sandwich 198 Grand St

Dragon Land Bakery 125-35 Walker St (between Baxter & Centre St)

Little Italy

walk up and down Elizabeth, Mott, Mulberry, Baxter Centre Streets; Hester and grand Streets (perpendicular);  

(Canal <--> Broome)

Mulberry St is only what's left of Little Italy (everything else - part 

of Chinatown)

128 Mott St (Godfather movie - Vito Corleone gets shot by his car)

Food Options in Little Italy: Rubirosa (Neapolitan Pizza; chicken Parm)

Torrisi Italian Specialities

Nolita

walk up and down Elizabeth, Mott, Mulberry Streets (Kenmare, Spring, and Prince - perpendicular);  (Broome <--

> E. Houston) lots of cafes and restaurants, boutique shops 

Old St.Patrick's Cathedral; note: (Old St Patrick's Cathedral was used for interior scenes in Godfather's baptism 

ceremony) 263 Mulberry St



SOHO shopping (skip or pass through); Broadway to 6th; and Canal to West Houston brand name shopping and dining

Floating Map on Greene Street ("New York City's largest Subway Map) 110 Greene St

Cortland Alley (alley starts on south side of Canal between Broadway and Lafayette) - close to TriBeCa best street for dark alley for movies

Tribeca walk up and down streets from Broadway to West St; and East to West (Chambers St to Canal St) Trendy Neighborhood for $$$

Duane Street and Reade St (hence DuaneReade)

Hudson Square (skip or pass through); Canal <--> West Houston; 6th Ave <--> West Street (by water) Greenwich St is the best to go from TriBeCa to West Village

West Village West Houston <--> Gansevoort St; West St <--> 6th Ave

walk all small streets like zig-zag (West St <--> Hudson St; W.Houston <--> Gansevoort St)

famous New York brownstones (200 years old; colorful; tree lined streets)

Morton, Barrow, Christopher, Charles, Perry, Bedford, Bleeker, 

West 10th Streets

TV Shows: Sex and the City - Carrie's appt: 66 Perry St; Friends House: 90 Bedford St

interesting intersection: West 4th and West 10th Streets

Sheridan Park (Christopher St): W4th and 7th Ave South; also Stonewall Inn

Walk the grid: W.Houston-7th Ave South-Christopher St-6th Ave (mesh of streets)

Main Area: Bleeker Street-Minetta St-MacDougal St

Narrowest House in NYC - No 75.5 Bedford (9.5 ft wide, 30ft deep) 75.5 Bedford St

Greenwich Village Washington Square Park - browse and relax

Walk streets between 6th Ave and Broadway & W Houston and W10th  (lots of blocks)

NYU

W10th (houses #20 to 38) - most beautiful townhouse block in the city (elegant)

Triangle Shirt factory (1911 - fire kills 146 garment workers) 23-29 Washington Place

Intersection of Minetta Lane and Minetta Street - right above Minetta Creek (source of fresh water for Indians 

and Dutch Settlers)

Food Options in West Village/ The Spotted Pig; popular with celebrities 314 West 11th St

Greenwich Village A Salt and Battery - fish and chips 112 Greenwich Ave

Minetta Tavern 113 MacDougal Street

NY Dosas South Indian Food food cart: West 4th and Washington Square Park

John's on Bleeker 278 Bleeker Street

White Horse Tavern - drinks 567 Hudson St

Tertulia (great tapas) 359 Sixth Ave

Murray's Bagels 500 Ave of Americas (bet 12th and 13th St)

Mamoun's Falafel - since 1971 (best in the city) - take side order of falafels and tahini 119 MacDougal St

Café Reggio - first cappucino in US in 1927 (Godfather II, Serpico)

Artichoke Pizza 111 MacDougal St

Bleeker Street Pizza (best pizza in NYC 3 years in a row) - take Nonna Maria slice (Tuscan style) 69 7th Ave

Keste (Neapolitan Pizza)

DOMODOMO (Sushi) $$$ 138 West Houston St (Greenwich Village)



*Former Five Points now split between Civic Center to the West and South, and Chinatown to the East and 

North. Generally bound by: Centre Street to the West, Bowery to the East, Canal Street to the North, Park Row 

to the South. The name "Five Points" was derived from the five-pointed intersection created by Orange Street 

(now Baxter Street) and Cross Street (now Mosco Street); from this intersection Anthony Street (now Worth 

Street) began and ran in a northwest direction, dividing one of the four corners into two triangular-shaped 

blocks; thus the fifth "point". The best way to imagine how "Five Points" looked over 150 years ago is to stand 

on intersection of Worth St and Baxter St and walk around Columbus Park (this will also cover Mulberry Bend) - 

this will give you an idea of a chunk of Five Points which off course used to be much bigger).



WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 5 Birthday!

F train to 14th Street Station

Breakfast in Washington Square Park Bagel with cream cheese and Pacific Wild Salmon at Murray's Bagels

Finish Exploring West Village 8th Ave <--> West St; Bank St <--> Gansevoort St

Explore Meetpacking District (restaurants, cafes, shops) Hudson St <--> 11th Ave; Gansevoort St <--> West 14th St

Chelsea Market (very interesting Food Mall) 9th Ave and West 15th Street

Walk along 10th Ave to Chelsea Piers (Pier 62) along High Line

Circle Manhattan with Classic Harbor Line - 2.75hrs www.sail-nyc.com (Excellent, but long)

Walk to Fulton Street subway station - go back home (pass through Chelsea, Greenwich Village, Little Italy, Chinatown, Civic Center)

Birthday Dinner with family at Taj Mahal (Indian restaurant) in Bayridge, Brooklyn



THURSDAY OCTOBER 6

F train to 23rd Street station

Metropolitan Life Tower 1 Madison Ave the Venice connection - Campanille (similar look)

Winnie-the-Pooh at library 5th Ave and 42nd Street

stuffed animals - in Children's center - original 

Christopher Robin's toys

Grand Central Park Ave and 42nd Street *Grand Central Secrets

Graybar Building Rats Lexington Ave between 43rd and 44th architectural design

Daily News Building Lobby 220 East 42nd St (between 2nd & 3rd Ave) 4000lbs Globe; (Superman's Daily Planet)

United Nations Tour 1st Ave and East 45th Street arrive 1hr prior to visit

DINNER: California Pizza Kitchen Park Ave and 30th Street

Marilin Monroe's subway Grate southwest corner of Lexington Ave and East 52nd st

Citigroup Center's Hidden Flaw 601 Lexington Ave shaking skyscraper (due to its construction)

Section of Berlin Wall 520 Madison Ave, at 53rd street (bet Madison and 5th; inside the building)

The Pig of Saint Patrick's corner of Madison Ave and 51st st (on Madison Ave) mystical creature on St Patrick's Cathedral

Bolt in Central Park approx. West 65th & 6th Ave (seen during another day) **one of the most historic key landmarks of NYC

Messages on the lamposts all over Central Park (seen during another day) ***Central Park Secrets

*Grand Central Secrets:1. Opal Clock atop of information booth in the Main Concourse (worth $10-20 million due to four large opal 

faces) 2. Ceiling is drawn backwards (mirror image of the sketch) 3. Black patch in the North-West corner of the Main Concourse - 

left intentionally after restoration (it is due to heavy tobacco residue) 4. Rocket Hole in the ceiling (during Cold War, the rocket was 

put inside Grand Central for a display, but was too large to fit) 5. Wispering Gallery - by the Oyster Bar (wisper in one corner and 

due to Guastavino tiles and domed ceiling sound will travel to another corner - people standing at diagonal arches can hear each 

other's wispers) 6. Wrong departure times - departure times incorrectly displayed - trains leave a minute later 7. Secret Train 

Platform - Track 61 (for discreet transportation to/from Waldorf Astoria 8. Hidden Tennis Courts - accessible by reservation only 

($200-300 per hour) 9. Campbell Apartment - hidden bar 10. Similar staircases (West staircase is one inch smaller - to let people 

know it was not built at the same time 



11. World's Largest Tiffany Clock atop of Grand Central (48 feet high and 1500 tons) 12. M42 - hidden room - does not appear on 

a single map or blueprint (M42 houses converter responsible for electricity that runs through Grand Central) 13. Grand Central has 

the largest basment of any building in NYC (covers 42 acres, from 42nd to 97th Street 14. there are few others that i did not list...

**The bolt in this Central Park rock is believed to be one of the original survey bolts from when the city grid was first planned in 

1811. Led by John Randel, surveyors had the task of marking each future street intersection aligned with the grid. They used  

marble monuments or iron bolts where there was exposed bedrock. Very few of these markers exist anymore. Most were removed 

as roads and intersections were built. However, Central Park was not a part of the original plan for the city, known as The 

Commissioners’ Plan of 1811,  so street intersection points may have been marked according to the grid, and left to remain since 

no intersection was actually built here.

***Should you lose your way in Central Park just head to one of the 1,600 lamp posts (AKA "luminaires") scattered throughout the 

park. On each post there are four numbers, which are indicators for the street nearest the post and whether you're on the east 

side or west side. The first two numbers are the street and the second set of numbers will either be even or odd (even numbers 

indicate east, and odd numbers indicate west). The city has also been adding metal plaques to the lamp posts, indicating cross 

streets as well.



FRIDAY OCTOBER 7

F,A,1 trains to 242nd Street Station Brooklyn to Bronx

walk along Broadway all the way down West 242nd Street to Battery Park

NEIGHBORHOODS:

Kingsbridge

Marble Hill West 225th st Bronx-Manhattan Plaque Marker at the North End of the Neighborhood in the playground

Inwood Henry Hudson Bridge and "C" (Columbia) letter on the Hill

Hudson Heights Bennett Park (Fort Washington Ave and West 183rd St) Highest Natural Point of Manhattan; 1 & 9 subway is the lowest point on the island 

Washington Heights

Hamilton Heights

High Bridge Park; Between West 155th and Dyckman St; 

Edgecombe and Amsterdam Ave High Bridge Tower (tours twice a month)

Manhattanville

125th Street 253 West 125th St Apollo Theatre

Morningside Heights Riverside Park & West 124th Street General Grant Memorial; Riverside Church

Upper West Side West 114th-118th St between Claremont & Amsterdam Ave Columbia University

Amsterdam ave and 112th Street M-Sun until 6pm

Cathedral Church of St John the Divine (Fantastic!) - one of the largest in the World; Look for 

Portals of Paradise - limestone sculptures; and New York City stonework

Peace Fountain (near Cathedral)

Broadway and West 80th Street Zabar's - Grocery Store (enormous selection of cheeses)

Midtown/Theater District/TimesSquare

Midtown South (Korea town/Gramercy 

Park/Flatiron/Union Square)

Greenwich Village

SOHO

TriBeCa

Financial District

Battery Park

This day was aimed to walk down Broadway from West 242nd Street in Bronx (last stop on 1 train) to Battery Park (all the way to the water) in Manhattan (1st stop on 

1 train); I visited numerous places on the way (to both sides of Broadway) but always returned to the same spot on Broadway to contintue with the walk - i had this idea 

for a long time, but wanted to accomplish it in one day (Broadway is the oldest North–South main thoroughfare in New York City, dating to the first New Amsterdam 

settlement). Broadway's length throughout Manhattan is 13.2 miles. After i exited subway station on 242nd Street and started my city hike, it took me 11 hrs to go all 

the way down to Battery Park (including all side-visits and food stops). Total distance covered in those 11hrs around 25miles (or 40km).





MONDAY OCTOBER 10

FINANCIAL DISTRICT walk streets East of the Broad Street (from the beginnig to Brooklyn Bridge)

City Hall and City Hall Park

Tweed Courthouse

EAST VILLAGE take J or Z subway to Essex Street

East Houston <--> East 14th Street; Lafayette St/4th Ave <--> Ave A bars, restaurants, "rock-n-roll" era, clubs, small shops, artistic

St Marks Place (3 blocks) main hangout and restaurants drag (mostly asian)

Tompkins Square Park relax for few minutes (have lunch)

Styvesant Street the only true east-west street in Manhattan

Reward Poster for John Wilkes Booth McSorley's Old Ale House - 15 East 7th Street

LOWER EAST SIDE Essex Street Market - Essex and Delancey 122 Essex

WEST VILLAGE/GREENWICH VILLAGE Triangle Shirt factory (1911 - fire kills 146 garment workers) 23-29 Washington Place

Last Original Gaslight Lamppost (from 1960s) Patchin Place; (off 10th Street between Greenwich and 6th ave)

Sheridan Square, Gay St, Christopher St, Waverly Place walk aroud the area

The Stonewall Inn

Site of Stonewall riots of 1969 which Is considered to be the single 

most important event leading to the gay liberation movement and the 

modern fight for gay and lesbian rights in USA

Intersection of Minetta Lane and Minetta Street

right above Minetta Creek (source of fresh water for Indians and Dutch 

Settlers)

FINISH walk to Fulton subway station and take train home

FOOD OPTIONS:

EAST VILLAGE

Caracas Arepa Bar !! 93 1/2 East 7th Street (bet Ave A and 1st Ave)

Raku (Japanese noodles) 342 East 6th Street

Xe may Sandwich Shop (Vietnamese) 96 St Marks Place

Love Mamak (Malasian/Vietnamese) 174 2nd Ave

Banh Mi Zion (Vietnamese Sandwiches) 443 East 6th St

Ippudo NY (Ramen) !! 65 4th Ave



Xi'An Famous Foods 81 St Marks Place

Café Mogador (Moroccan) 101 St marks Place

Café Orlin (Middle Eastern Café) 41 St Marks Place

Maharlika (Filipino) 111 1st Ave

Café Himalaya (Himalayan/Nepalese Vegetarian) 78 East 1st St

Crif Dogs 113 St Marks Place

McSorley's Old Ale House 15 East 7th St

Veselka 144 2nd Ave

Yuca Bar and Rest (Latin) 111 Ave A

Minca (Ramen) 536 East 5th St

DOWNTOWN

Delmonico's Restaurant

Fraunces Tavern museum; drink a beer

Le District

Umami Burger

Black Seed Bagel

Souk and Sandwich (lebanese) 117 Ave of Americas

CHINATOWN

Great New York Noodles 28 Bowery

Lam Zhou Handmade Noodle 144 East Broadway

Nom Wah Tea Parlor !! 12 Doyers Street

Oriental Garden 14 Elizabeth Street

Prosperity Dumpling 46 Eldridge Street

Spicy Village 688 Forsyth Street

Xi'An Famous Foods !!! (zimmern and Bourdain) 67 Bayard Street

LOWER EAST SIDE AND LITTLE ITALY

Rubirosa 235 Mulberry Street

Russ and Daughters 127 Orchard Street (bet. Delancey and Rivington)

Ivan Ramen 25 Clinton Street (bet. East Houston & Stanton St)

Il Laboratorio del Gelato 188 Ludlow Street (B/w Delancey and Broome)

VILLAGE

Minetta Tavern 113 McDougal Street

NY Dosas South Indian Food food cart: West 4th and Washington Square Park



John's on Bleeker 278 Bleeker Street

The Spotted Pig 314 West 11th Street

Tertulia (great tapas) 359 Sixth Ave

Mamoun's Falafel - since 1971 (best in the city) 119 MacDougal St - oldest falafel restaurant in NYC take side order of falafels and tahini
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